
Bitesize History - Icons 

Introduction

During the recent heavy gales the the building which stood upon 
the crest of Cockmylane hill in the parish of Lochwinnoch was 

blown down, and the familiar ruin no longer meets the eye of travellers 
in the localitv.  

It may interest readers to know that this ruin originally was a house of 
two apartments, erected by an enterprising laird Mr. James Adam. It 
was for more than a couple of years the moorland abode of a shepherd 
and overseer by name of Matthew Meikle, his wife, and family. 
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About the year 1816. however, when many people emigrated from the 
village of Lochwinnoch to America, the Meikles followed the crowd, and 
sought their fortunes in Canada. 

Less than thirty years ago an unsuccessful attempt was made to pull 
down their old home, but a local rhymester raised his voice against an 
act of vandalism and as a result of his protest the house was allowed to 
stand.  

Cockmylane, it may be added, is one of the range of peaks which look 
down upon the village and rise up tier after tier, all claiming precedency, 
vis: Hill o’ Staik, Misty law, Corby Knowe, Black Nell, Dun Connell, 
Burnt Hill, Hanna Hill and others.  
It commands a prospect of extensive grandeur, which is said to embrace 
no fewer than twelve counties the Firth Clyde, the Islands of Arran, 
Bute, and Ailsa Craig, and has long been the favourite haunt of tourists, 
lovers, picnickers, and valetudinarians. 
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Bitesize History - Antiquities 

K enmuir Hill, upon whose summit there stands the Temple, like 
an observatory, is a prominent height near the east end of the 

loch. This building, which is more than one hundred and fifty years old, 
is believed to have been a pleasure house for the family. 

The hill was used as a deer park, and in its northern vicinity there was at 
one time a village of Kenmuir, with a chapel dedicated to St. Bridget or 
St. Bride. Both village and chapel have been obliterated by Time’s rude 
hand, but the memory of the saint is preserved in Bride’s Mill, or St. 
Bride’s, the residence of the factor on the estate, and near which there 
was many years ago a corn mill. 
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Parish Church  1808 - 2020

The parish church was built in 1808 on a new site opposite to the 
elegant west gates of Castle Semple, and on the west of Harvey's-

square. It is a large building, which ought to have been square, but its 
corners are rounded off so as to make it an irregular-sided octagon. It 
is well finished and painted within, and lets to about 1130 sitters; but 
when packed it will hold 200 or 300 more. 

There are no free sittings in the church, except part of two table-seats; 
and the other seats are let so dear as to be a very heavy burden upon 
poor persons. They vary front 4s. to 12s. a seat; and if a family be large 
their sittings in church are almost equal to their rent, if they have as 
many as they require. The reason of this is, that even with us where 
there is a village population of about 3000 souls, and altogether 3730 
persons who profess to belong to the Establishment, there is a 
melancholy want of church accommodation.



Bitesize History - Antiquities 

A  Bodle, or Bothwell, was found on the top of Downie's Castle in 
1824. A thistle is figured on one side of it, and on the other, or 

head side, is a crown. The date and inscriptions could not be deciphered. 
It is of impure metal, or alloyed. James V began the use of the thistle in 
1514. James VI, abandoning alloy in his coins, introduced the pure 
mixture in 1580.     
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Bodle

Downie’s Castle, Parkhill Woods



Accordingly, this coin may have been minted between 1514 and 1580. 
One Steel, who was head gardener at Castlesemple, had this bodle at one 
time in his possession, and from him it passed into the hands of the late 
Col. Harvey, and must now be preserved in the museum at 
Castlesemple.  

A  gold coin was found on the site of the battle field of Muirdykes 
some thirty or forty years ago. It is about the size of a guinea, but 

rather thinner. It is a coin of one of the Jameses, and may be that called 
a Rose Noble. It was in the possession, some years ago, of the late Mr 
Robert Caldwell, of East Muirdykes, proprietor of the land, who 
discovered it in the course of some agricultural operations. 
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A Bodle was a Scottish copper coin, less value than a bawbee and worth about one-
sixth of an English penny. 

A Noble was an English gold coin worth six shillings and eight pence - one third of a 
pound 

N.B. Not the actual coins. 
Addendum 

In 1960, at the time when the houses were built,Tommy Brown, a schoolboy, 
found a bronze Roman coin between Ewing Road and Semple Avenue



Bitesize History - Disasters 

LOCHWINNOCH has been very unfortunate in its industrial experience. 
It has within recent years been the scene of  several disastrous calamities. 
Fully three years ago, to go no further back, Mr Joseph Johnstone's 

cabinet factory was burned; two years ago his works, which had just been set in 
working order again, were blown down; and last Monday morning Calder 
Cabinet Works, occupied by Messrs Hunter, Hamilton, & Crawford, were the 
scene of  a very disastrous conflagration, which has thrown about 150 men out 
of  employment. I am, however, glad to hear that many of  these men have since 
secured employment in Glasgow, Beith, and elsewhere. An account of  the fire 
will be found elsewhere in our columns, but I cannot leave the subject without 
again pointing out the urgent necessity of  steps being taken towards the 
appointment of  a volunteer fire brigade, and the provision of  adequate hose. 
It is most remarkable that an industrial community like ours is not more 
efficiently equipped in this respect, and I venture to say that were the meeting 
to consider the celebration of  the Diamond Jubilee to be held to-night instead 
of  last Friday night, the establishment of  a fire brigade, and the purchase of  
hose would have received a very large measure of  support. Is it too late for the 
committee to consider the suggestion?
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Furniture Works Fires  
Written in 1897
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Dam Breached 1831

On Monday night, about 11 o’clock, the inhabitants of  Lochwinnoch were 
dreadfully alarmed by the intelligence that the large dam at Muirshiels 
had given way, in consequence of  the accumulation of  water by the thaw. 

The water covering 500 acres, it may be easily imagined that the impetuosity of  
this vast sheet, when relieved from its barrier, would carry destruction to every 
obstacle which came in its way. 

Mr Robert Caldwell, writer, had part of  his garden wall, and a large bean-stack, 
carried away. A house at Burnfoot, belonging to Mr MacDowall of  Garthland, 
and occupied by his overseer, was entirely swept away, the inmates with difficulty 
escaping, in a state of  nudity, with their lives. 

On the opposite side of  Calder water, part of  the buildings occupied by Messrs. 
Buchanan & Co’s work people were likewise carried away. The people were 
roused from their sleep, and fled with their children in their arms, in the same 
state in which they left their beds. The workers in the Old Mill, Messers. W. 
Wright &Co. will be thrown idle for a considerable time, as it will be a work of  no 
little difficulty to repair the breach made in the dam.  

It is impossible to describe the effect which this disaster produced in that quarter - 
furniture of  every description has been swept away, and it is almost miraculous 
that no lives, so far as we have been able to learn, have been lost on this occasion.

Old Dam Wall   -  Kaim Dam - 2009

Furniture  Works History 
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