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R ingan Semple, a representative of  the 
ancient family Semple, who lived in the 
Peel, its keeper, till 1735, was known as 

“The Warlock of  the Peel.” He was small of  
stature, lame, and deformed, and did not mix with 
the people of  the district. A favourite recreation of  
his was to sail his boat on the loch, and was also 
fond of  fishing and shooting. He could not bear to 
see his castle destroyed, and died of  a broken heart. 
His ghost, however, was believed to have haunted 
the ruin for many years after his death. 
He was in league with the Spunkies of  Lochside 
hills, the Water-Kelpie of  Castle Semple Loch, the 
Bogle that frequently alarmed the rustics by an 
unearthly noise in the air, and other inhabitants of  
the mythological world.  
Ringan had also an ally in Sam Arnot, another 
warlock. It was stated that at a horse-race between 
Lord Semple and another gentleman, they cast 
their spell over his lordship’s opponent, who fell 
from his horse, broke his breast-bone, and, of  
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1907 

Parish Council Meeting. 

Giving consideration to 
naming Streets and numbering 
houses in Lochwinnoch 

1872 

“Road Reformers” 

Abolishing tolls on the roads in 
Renfrewshire is meeting stiff 
resistance. It is thought that 
those who use the roads 
should pay for them.  

1885 

A Special General Meeting of 
the Local Authority of 
Lochwinnoch is to be held 
today “To consider the forming 
the village into a special water 
supply district” 

To be continued   @ pbthecairn 

1898

It is reported that 
arrangements for a conversion 
of Castlesemple Loch into a 
protected trout fishing area 
have been completed.  

To be continued  @ pbthecairn

TODAY’S NEWS 
 Have I got old news for you?

The Warlock of the Peel
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course, lost the race. 
We next hear of  Ringan among the fairies, who 
danced on Dunconnell, and other green hills in the 
parish. Early in last century the wife of  a local 
farmer gave birth to a child. Previous to its baptism 
it was carried off  by the fairies, under the direction 
of  the Warlock of  the Peel. The farmer, who was an 
elder in the kirk, prayed long and earnestly for the 
return of  his child. His petition was answered, the 
baby being found at the mouth of  one of  his cows, 
quite unhurt. 
The fairies were permitted by their queen to have a 
grand dance upon a beautiful knowe near Glenhead 
on Hansel Monday evening, 1738. Two young 
farmers, who happened to be on their way home to 
Auchenbathie Tower, were witnesses of  the dance 
of  tiny fairies, who were robed in green mantles, 
and whirled around in graceful jigs to the strains of  
sweet and celestial music. A knowe, a little distance 
above the Tower is still known as the ‘Deil’s 
Dancing Knowe” 

The ghosts of  Ringan and his band of  confederates 
were next heard of  during the notable frost of  1740, 
which lasted for 13 weeks. People walked upon the 
ice on the loch on their way to church for 13 
successive Sundays and had each worshipper not 
carried a Bible with a red cover they would, it was 
believed, have been captured by the unearthly 
inhabitants of  the Peel.  
Ringan and his allies were also blamed for the 
misery which befel the inhabitants of  the district 
owing to want of  water, employment, and food, 
consequent upon the long frost. 
It was also related that the water-kelpie aided by 
Ringan, caused a great flood on Fair o’ Hill Day in 
November, 1763, and seized and drowned a fair 
young lady and her male attendant in the Loch. 

The spirit of  the Warlock of  the Peel [it is a relief  to 
learn] appears to have ceased troubling the good 
people of  this locality many years ago. 
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1844 

A wagtail has built its nest 
between the rails at 
Lochwinnoch Station. It is 
sitting on 5 eggs. The wheels 
of the engine and carriages 
passing 2 or 3 inches from the 
nest. It goes in and out 
fearlessly.  

1896 

Cheap Bread in Lochwinnoch 

Two pound loaves are a penny 
each. 

1875 

County Licensing Court 

Mr H Shedden applied for a 
Hotel licence in High Street, 
Lochwinnoch. Mr Henry 
McDowall objected and after a 
long discussion the hotel was 
refused. 

At the same session, one 
applicant who had lost her 
license because she had sold 
alcohol on a Sunday, explained 
she had sold a pint of beer to 
an old man more as a 
medicine than as anything 
else. She too was refused.

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk


www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk 20th June 1861

To the coal, the iron, and the cotton of  the west, there 
has been added a new interest, namely, copper. Five 

mines have lately been opened in the trap-rocks of  the 
rising grounds of  Lochwinnoch. 

I  should call the attention of  the public 
to the Calder Glen United Mines. 
These mines are situated in that 

beautiful glen from which the mines derive their 
name. They are situated within half  a mile of  
Lochwinnoch, and within a mile and a half  of  
the railway station, which affords peculiar 
advantage for the transporting of  ores to their 
destination, and also bringing materials to the 
mines, as the cartage will be trifling in 
comparison with mines I have a knowledge of, 
situated in England and Wales. Having 
explained the advantages of  the mine, I shall 
now proceed to give you an outline of  the 

1

1856 

Parish Council Meeting. 

On Tuesday last, the Presbytery 
of Paisley examined the Parish 
School and the Female 
Institution School of 
Lochwinnoch, and found them 
in a state of greater efficiency 
than on any former occasion. 
Reading, arithmetic, 
geography, grammar, French, 
and drawing are well taught. 

1884 

At a recent meeting of the 
Lochwinnoch Liberal 
Committee they unanimously 
passed a resolution approving 
of the general home and 
foreign policy of the 
Government, and specially 
desiring to see the Franchise 
Bill passed. This decision was 
passed to Mr Gladstone 

1904 

What was described as Paulo’s 
Circus struck the village on 
Monday evening, and give a 
performance in the public 
park. There was nobody hurt 
in the crush to gain admission, 
however. 

TODAY’S NEWS 
 Have I got old news for you?

COPPER  MINES 1861
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prospects, which, I am proud to say, are good, At 
the same time, I may add, it is no interest to me 
to, praise the mine, or speak slightly of  it; the 
only thing I write for, is to satisfy the interested 
public. Operations commenced two months ago; 
since then, three Cross-cuts have been driven 
several fathoms, meeting at times, with 
indications of  the most promising appearance, 
such as would satisfy any practical mineralogist 
that copper existed in the neighbourhood, and 
also in abundance; which at, last has proved to 
be true. Within the last fortnight, two valuable 
copper lodes have been found within the glen, 
such as are rarely met with in old standing 
mining districts.  
A deep level has commenced, and will soon be 
driven home to take the lodes 10 fathoms deeper 
than at present; shafts are to be sunk, and the 
mine properly opened; all the works hitherto 
executed including all expenses, have not 
exceeded £600. It is an easy matter to calculate 
the fact whether, so far, there is copper in 
Scotland to pay the reserves that may be taken 
away at 3 shillings in the pound are very great, 
and the ore at the surface will pay all costs and 

expenses with 
something to boot. 

The Calder Glen 
United Mines, last 
night, about ten o'clock, 
the men in No. 2 Cross-
cut, met with a valuable 

leader of  copper ore of  a 
very promising appearance; and in my opinion 
another few fathoms driving will open out a 
regular body of  ore.  

Who said there was no copper in Scotland? 

2

1852   No Comment 

Flooding. At a meeting of the 
Lochwinnoch Parish, the parish 
minister brought under the 
consideration of the meeting 
the dangerous state of the 
public road, arising from the 
flooding thereof by the loch. 
They agreed to petition the 
trustees to have the road 
raised. 

1855 

White crow  seen in 
Lochwinnoch and also, at the 
Calderbank Flax Mill, a white 
weasel may be see prowling 
about. 

1875 

Baby Farming Case at 
Lochwinnoch 

Mrs Rankin had answered an 
advert in the Glasgow Herald 
and in consequence received, 
in April, a child to nurse from a 
strange woman for which she 
was to receive 5 shillings per 
week. But after receiving the 
first payment, heard nothing 
more from the woman. 

To be continued @ pbthecairn 
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M uirdykes mound, in the East quarter of  the 
Parish of  Lochwinnoch is on the farm of  
East Muirdykes, immediately above, and to 

the south of  the village of  Howwood. The battle 
was fought near the termination of  Argyll’s Rising. 
On Thursday, the 18th of  June, 1685, between the 
Royalists, who were commanded by Lord Ross, 
and Captain Clelland of  Faskine, and the 
Covenanters, commanded by Sir John Cochran of  
Ochiltree, and Sir Patrick Hume of  Polwart. 

The insurgents had crossed the Clyde the same 
morning at Kilpatrick or Erskine ford, and, 
retreating southwards by the old road which leads 
thence, past Barochan, Bridge of  Weir, Ranfurlie, 
and Burntshields, were harassed their march by the 
Royalist force, which was composed of  three troops 

1

1873 

Donation to the Poor 

About 140 poor people were 
supplied with a cart of coal 
each from the annual liberty 
donations of Lady Elizabeth 
and Mr Harvey; Mr McDowall; 
Mr J McEwan; Mr R B Smith of 
Adelaide, Australia 

1871 

The Speaker took the chair 
at 4 o'clock, and shortly 
afterwards the House was 
summoned by the Black Rod to 
the House of  Lords for the 
purpose of  hearing the royal 
assent given to sundry bills. Mr 
Finne presented a petition from 
the Roman Catholic 
inhabitants of  Beith, Kilbirnie, 
Lochwinnoch, North Ayrshire, 
against the recognition of  the 
King of  Italy and occupation 
of  the States of  the Church by 
his troops 

1907 
New Headmaster of the 
Public School.  

Mr Fraser from Bridge of Weir 
has been appointed Head 
Master in room of Mr Millar 
who has resigned.

TODAY’S NEWS 
 Have I got old news for you?

Battle of  Muirdykes 1685 

Battle of Muirdykes is an almost forgotten battle and 
was a last desperate gasp of the doomed Argyll Rising. 
The rising, fought between May and June 1685 was in 
opposition to the new King James VII who was catholic. 

Archibald Campbell, 9th Earl of Argyll
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of  mounted militia, afterwards joined, in the 
afternoon, by two other regularly trained troops 
under Lord Ross and C'apt. Clelland. They passed 
the Black Cart by Ellistoun Bridge and had 
ascended the ground which rises from the valley of  
the Cart rather more than a mile, when they were 
headed, or met in the face, surrounded and attacked 
by the Royalists. Of  the insurgents who crossed the 
Clyde in the morning, there were about 150, but by 
the time they reached Muirdykes, their number was 
reduced, by desertion, chiefly of  the Highland men, 
to about 70 or 75.  

The Covenanters, after the first onset, got within a 
fauld, enclosed by a stone dyke on the northern 
slope of  the hill at Muirdykes, where they defended 
themselves, by aid of  the dyke, most valiantly 
against three successive strenuous attacks. They 
were divided into two companies, both commanded 
by Sir John Cochran, one being placed on his right 
hand and the other on his left. At the second attack 
Captain Clelland fell close by the fauld dyke. This 
abashed the Royalists considerably, who, after 
making a third attempt to get into the fauld, during 
which Lord Ross was struck with a bullet, did not 
renew it. 
The Covenanters remain till darkness ensued, but, 
fearing a renewed attack with an additional force 
next day, they then marched off  from within the 
fauld, receiving no molestation on the part of  the 
Royalists, who had retired back. The intention was 
before day-light to get to a strong moss, where 
cavalry could not well approach them, from thence 
into Ayrshire, and ultimately into England, where 
they expected the cause of  the Duke of  Monmouth 
would be prospering. They kept together for two 
days, that is till the evening of  the 20th of  June, 
being a Saturday, when Sir John Cochran having 
learned that Argyle had been taken, they came to 
the resolution, upon his advice, of  separating, and 
of  each man seeking his own safety. 

Fauld: An enclosure for animals; an enclosed piece of  ground 
used for cultivation, a small field.

2

1836 

Owing to heavy rainfall the 
stream that flows from Kilbirnie 
Loch has burst its banks and 
flooded the Barr Meadow. The 
crops, chiefly hay and oats, we 
are grieved to learn nearly the 
whole were destroyed. Mr W 
McDowall has stated that he 
won’t be seeking payment 
from those who had already 
purchased the crops, but if 
they do salvage something 
and if they thought it proper, 
to adhere to the bargain. A 
generous outcome. 

Breaking News 

Good news for children  

who work in the mills …update 
to follow soon  @pbthecairn 

1836 

Baby Farming Case at 
Lochwinnoch 

 Continued …. A young lady 
was put in prison in Inveraray 
for theft and it was discovered 
that she had given birth to a 
child. 

Under cross examination she 
confessed that she had left the 
child with Mrs Rankin at 
Lochwinnoch.  

The result was that she was 
charged with fraud, wilful 
imposition and admitted her 
guilt and was sent 30 days to 
prison.
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A rrangements are being made for 
beginning operations in connection 
with the extension of  the Glasgow and 

South Western Railway line from North 
Johnstone to Dalry. The proprietors along the 
proposed route have received intimation from 
the company that the land will shortly be 
required, and it is expected that after the new 
year the contractors will begin work. 
After leaving North Johnstone the line will 
touch the lower part of  Kilbarchan, known as 
Low Barholm, thence along the hillside to the 
north of  Wardend House and Kibblestone and 
Drygate farms, through Castle Semple estate, 
along the shore of  Castle Semple Loch to 
Lochwinnoch. The route is then across the 
River Calder and through the lands of  
Garthland to the south of  Barr Castle, joining 
the main line at Swinlees Junction beyond 
Kilbirnie. 

1

1897 

New Railway Line - This 
extension passed the House 
of Lords Committee and 
from the report of the 
proceedings there was no 
opposition. 

1900 

I shudder to think what 
Lochwinnoch will be like 
after the railway crosses 
Church Street. 

1905 

The new line opens on the 
1st June. 

TODAY’S NEWS 
 Have I got old news for you?

New Railway Line
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L ast week, Mr. Robert Scott, expectant 
Officer of  Excise, Beith, Scotland, when 
surveying at Lochwinnoch, received 

Information of  an illegal still in that 
neighbourhood, and proceeded in search of  it 
with the assistance of  Lieut. Arthur, and three 
non-commissioned officers of  the battalion 
Renfrew Local Militia. After wandering a 
considerable time, they at last discovered the 
object of  their pursuit, about five miles 
northwest of  Lochwinnoch situated in a deep 
glen, at the bottom of  a huge rock, so 
ingeniously constructed that no person could 
have suspected such thing at two yards distance.  

There was no cart could be got within a mile it; 
the opening was completely covered over with 
burnt heath entry into it descended from the hill 
by a ladder, and from that into the cave by a 

sack, the opening 
being filled with 
heath; 
notwithstanding the 
difficulty of  access, 
the smugglers had 
carried on their 
trade to a great 
extent. Nine large 
fermenting tuns, a 
considerable 

quantity of  wash, 
malt, and utensils, were obliged to be destroyed 
on the spot, from the difficulty in getting them 
taken away; what was possible the party carried 
to the Excise Office, Beith.

2

1905 

Name Change  
“Lochwinnoch” Station is now 
“Lochside” Station. Would it 
have been better to have 
named the town station 
Lochwinnoch [North] and the 
old station Lochwinnoch 
[South]? 

1898 

Cockmylane 
I was fortunate to have a chat 
the other night with a man who 
has been there since the fall of 
the gable of the old house 
which suffered from the heavy 
winds. A party of pilgrims had 
evidently visited the ruin 
shortly after the removal of the 
prominent landmark and had 
erected a large cairn with the 
fallen debris but subsequent 
winds levelled their work to 
the ground. Perhaps a second 
attempt will be made. 

1933 

Lochwinnoch Town Council 
have agreed to consider a 
scheme to adopt electric 
lighting instead of gas for the 
street lamps.

22nd June 1816

Illegal still 1816
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